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Lower
Performance

Average
Performance

Higher
Performance

DISCIPLINE
Biochemistry

Gross Anatomy & Embryology

Histology & Cell Biology

Microbiology & Immunology

Pathology

Pharmacology

Physiology

SYSTEM
General Principles, Biostatistics & Epidemiology/Population Health

Cardiovascular System

Nervous System & Special Senses

Gastrointestinal System

Immune, Blood & Lymphoreticular Systems

Musculoskeletal Syst/Skin & Subcutaneous Tissue

Renal & Urinary System

Male/Female Reproductive (including Pregnancy) & Endocrine Systems

Respiratory System

Multisystem Processes & Disorders

PHYSICIAN TASK
Applying Foundational Science Concepts

Diagnosis

Principles of Management

The above Performance Profile is provided to aid in self-assessment. The vertical line represents the average performance of the 
IFOM® BSE International Comparison Group (ICG) on the total test. Performance bands indicate areas of relative strength and 
weakness. Some bands are wider than others. The width of a performance band reflects the precision of measurement: 
narrower bands indicate greater precision. Striped shading of a band indicates that your performance band extends beyond the 
displayed portion of the scale.

Small differences in the location of bands should not be over-interpreted. If two bands overlap, performance in the associated 
areas should be interpreted as similar. Because the IFOM® BSE is designed to be integrative, many items contribute to more 
than one content area. As a consequence, caution should be used when interpreting differences in performance across content 
areas and in relation to the average performance of the IFOM® BSE ICG.

Additional score interpretation information, including information about the ICG, is provided in the IFOM® BSE Score 
Interpretation Guide  (www.nbme.org/ifombseYYYY).


